Lesson Plan: Surreal Creature Collage
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Level: Grades 7-12

Artist Inspiration: Beto Val

Theme: Surrealism & collage

Objectives:

Explore surrealist collage artwork

Analyze how to transform existing images into new, unexpected creations
Create their own original hybrid creature (and its environment, if desired) using
magazine cut-outs & collage

Present their artistic choices

Materials:

Magazines (w/ animal & foliage imagery)
Scissors

X-Acto knives

Cutting mats

White cardstock

Glue sticks

Process:

Project Intro:
o Define surrealism & collage
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o Learn about Beto Val and view several of his artworks
o Analyze a few of Val’s artworks to show how he combines imagery to
create something new
Teacher Demo:
o Show how to select and cut images from the magazines
o Show proper X-Acto knife technique
o Demonstrate layering & gluing the cut images together to create a new
creature
o Discuss option to add an environment or other details around the new
creature
Student Work:
o Select and cut multiple images from magazines
o Create a hybrid creature by collaging & gluing images together onto plain
cardstock
o Optional: add an environment/habitat or details around the creature
Share:
o In pairs, students will present and discuss their artworks with each other
o Discussion topics:
= What inspired your creature?
»  Why did you choose those specific animals/foliage/parts/features?
= Optional — how does the environment relate to the creature's story?
Added Literacy Component:
o Students write an analysis of their new creature in the form of a “Creature
Field Guide”
o “Creature Field Guide” prompts:
= Whatis your creature’s name?
» Describe your creature’s appearance
= Describe your creature’s habitat/environment
= What kind of personality traits or unique behaviors does your
creature have?
= Explain how your creature’s physical attributes support its survival
or style of living
= Explain why you chose the specific animal parts, colors, textures, or
details for your creature
= What kind of ideas or emotions do you think your creature visually
communicates?






